Etiologic considerations of fulminant non-A, non-B viral hepatitis in Japan: analyses by nucleic acid amplification method.
The etiology of fulminant non-A, non-B hepatitis has remained unclear, even after the identification of hepatitis C and E viruses. To study the possible involvement of hepatitis B, C, D, and E virus infections, viral genomes were amplified by a sensitive polymerase chain reaction method in sera and liver tissues obtained from 20 patients serologically diagnosed with non-A, non-B fulminant hepatitis (n = 14), acute hepatitis severe type (n = 2), and ordinary acute hepatitis (n = 4). Hepatitis C or E virus RNA could not be detected in sera obtained at admission from these patients. Hepatitis B virus DNA was detected in sera from 3 patients with fulminant hepatitis and in liver from 9 patients with fulminant hepatitis or acute hepatitis severe type. These results suggest that HCV might not be involved in fulminant non-A, non-B hepatitis, and HBV might be related to some of the serologic "non-A, non-B" viral hepatitis cases in Japan.